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MLAIB on CSA Illumina

Why use MLA?

Use MLA to find journal articles, book chapters, books, dissertations, bibliographies, proceedings and other materials supporting critical scholarship on literature, language, cultural studies, linguistics, and folklore. It also covers non-technical aspects of film, theater and performance art.  It excludes coverage of Greek and Latin literature.

Note: The following instructions relate to the Advanced Search mode, which is the default mode that most UC campus libraries have selected.  To change mode, click on the blue tab along the top row of tabs that says “Quick Search.” 

The Search Screen Layout and Basic Features

· Enter the term(s) you want to search for in the query boxes, and choose the fields (bibliographic data elements, e.g. title) to search from the pull-down menus at the end of each row. (The default fields vary from campus to campus.)
· You may put a phrase within a box, for example “short story” or “theat* of the absurd.”  It is not necessary to place quotation marks around your phrases.
· Use synonyms, variants of a term, or a group of related concepts within the same row of boxes if you want to retrieve citations with any of the terms. For example, you might put “novel*,” “short stor*,” and “fiction” in the three boxes of one row if you are interested in seeing citations that contain any of those terms. 


· To combine concepts or to search in more than one field, use more rows. The default Boolean operator is “and,” but you may change this to either “or” or “not” from the pull-down menu beside the operator box. If you have more than three concepts, click on the blue “Add Row” link located to the right above the first row of boxes.
· Rows may also be used to limit your search in a variety of ways. Some of these are: author or editor (i.e., the author or editor of the book or article, not your subject author), source (i.e., journal title), language, year of publication, monograph title, publisher, location of publisher, type of publication, and journal volume number. 
· Separate, convenient, optional boxes located lower down on the screen allow you to easily limit your search in several important ways: 
· To a range of publication dates 
· To English language publications only 
· To journal articles only
· To “Latest Update”, i.e. search only for those citations added to the database during its last update, regardless of their date of publication.
· To peer-reviewed journals only
· To a particular publication type (e.g., dissertation abstract or book chapter)  
· To exclude dissertation abstracts 
· To documents in a particular language
· To documents pertaining to a particular literary genre
· To documents pertaining to a particular literary time period

Caution: Many of the older citations in the MLA International Bibliography database—particularly those entered before 1981—are not fully coded in terms of language, publication type, literary genre, or literary time period; they also may have minimal descriptors (subject headings)—sometimes only one very broad descriptor. Therefore, applying limits may cause you to lose references to some relevant documents. Example: If you are searching for citations about George Eliot’s novel Middlemarch, and use “Eliot” and “Middlemarch” as keywords, it is probably unnecessary to further limit your search by genre (e.g., novel) or literary time period (e.g., 1800-1899). As of June 2005, there were 141 citations with these two keywords published between “earliest” and 1980; if the limit “Fiction” is added in the genre box, all but 2 of the citations will disappear, and if the term “Novel” is added in the genre box, the result is zero citations!

Results Display

Format of results. Results may be displayed in one of three formats: Short, Full, or Custom. (The fourth option, “Full without References,” is irrelevant because the MLA Bibliography does not include listings of all the references in each article.) 
· The short format is the default display. The short display provides all the bibliographic information that would be necessary, without UC e-Links, to determine whether your library owns the particular item, or to cite it in your bibliography: its title, author, and source (journal or book title, plus volume number and page numbers for articles and publisher and place of publication for books). In addition, to the right side are listed all the descriptors that have been applied to the document and a reminder of which database the citation was retrieved from (useful when you are searching in multiple databases). Each short-format citation has a link to the full format, should you wish to view more information about a particular citation.
· The full format shows the short format elements plus: the date the document was added to the database, its accession number, the type of document it is, its language; whether the source is peer-reviewed or not, and the standard number (ISSN or ISBN) of the journal or book it is in. The name of the database and the descriptors are also listed inside the body of the citation, rather than to the side. These additional data elements are not necessary for determining if your library owns the document, or in citing it in your bibliography.
· The custom format allows you to pick from the 18 separate data elements the ones you would like to have displayed while you are searching the database. 

Order of display:  Results may be displayed in either of two orders: reverse chronological order by date of publication, or relevance. The default for this option has been determined by each campus library. Once you have a set of results, you may change the display order from one to the other. 

Number of results per screen: 25 citations are displayed per screen. This may be changed to either 10 or 50 from the “Results per page” box at the bottom of the search screen. 

Search History.  CSA Illumina keeps track of the searches you have executed during a session. They are listed with numbers at the BOTTOM of the screen.  Searches from this list may be edited, saved (up to 50 strategies), deleted, run again, or saved as Alerts (see below). 

Search Tips

Spelling & punctuation: The database is very sensitive to spelling variations and internal punctuation. For example, a search of “postcolonial” as a keyword will retrieve different results than “post-colonial.” British spellings, such as “colour” and “favour” will not be retrieved by the keyword searches “color” or “favor.” Use Boolean operators and/or other search strategies to retrieve these variants (see below), e.g. “postcolonial or post-colonial” or “col*r”. 

Common search aids and symbols:

Truncation: 	Use *.  When placed at the end of a word, this expands a search term to include 				forms of a root word. Examples: theor* retrieves theory, theories, 				theoretical; performa* retrieves 	performance, performances, 					performative, performativity; novel* retrieves novel(s), novella(s), 				novelist(s). 
Alternative
spellings:	Use ?	The ? represents any single character, ?? represents two characters, etc. 				May be used within or at the end of a word. Examples: wom?n 					retrieves woman, women, or womyn; theat?? retrieves theater or 					theatre, but not theatrical, theatricality, or other longer forms. 	
		Use *	Inside a word, the * finds one or more characters. Example: behavi*r
			retrieves both behavior and behaviour. 
Boolean
operators:		Boolean operators help define the relationships between words or groups 				of words, or between search sets. In the CSA Illumina Advanced mode,				these operators are already in place and may be changed by way of 				pull-down menus. If you are familiar with constructing nested Boolean 				searches and using field codes, you may opt to create your own 					“Command Search.” To access this option, click on the purple tab that 				says “Search Tools” above the bright green bar, then click on the lighter 				purple tab that says “Command Search.” 

		“or”	Broadens a search to retrieve records containing any of the words it 				separates.
		“and”	Narrows a search to retrieve only records containing all of the words it 				separates.
		“not”	Narrows a search to retrieve records that do not contain the specific term				following it.
		none	If no operator is used, multiple words will be searched as a phrase, in the 				same order and with the exact spelling as they are entered. Example: 				“theater of the absurd” will retrieve citations in which only these four 				words appear and in this exact order. It is not necessary to place the 				phrase inside quotation marks; doing so will retrieve the same results. 

Nesting:	(  )	Group words or phrases when combining two or more Boolean phrases. 				Example: (gay or homosexual*) and (Gide or Proust) will retrieve all				citations containing either the words gay or the root word homosexual IF 			they also contain either the word Gide or the word Proust.
WITHIN “X”		Narrow a search by specifying a proximity relationship of fewer than 				“X” words between the search terms. 
NEAR			Narrow a search by specifying a proximity relationship of fewer than ten 				words between search terms. 
			Caution: Because the MLA International Bibliography does not contain 				abstracts, there is little need to use the WITHIN and NEAR commands. 				In fact, using them may inadvertently cause you to lose relevant 					citations.

Keywords versus Descriptors: Using a keyword search (field code KW=) generally produces more results than using the same term as a descriptor (field code DE=), because keyword searching looks for your term(s) in both the title and the descriptor fields. This may help retrieve citations with an unusual word in their titles that has not been adopted as an official descriptor (subject heading) by the database. (Example: The word “zine” has not, as of June 2005, been adopted as a Descriptor by MLA, but there were 11 documents in the bibliography with this word in the title, so a keyword search would be necessary to retrieve these citations.)   On the other hand, you may retrieve irrelevant citations because not every instance of the word in document citations means what you mean by the term. (Example: searching for “gay” as a keyword will produce citations about the 18th century writer John Gay and about Nietzsche’s book The Gay Science, as well as to documents relating to gay literature.) For totally comprehensive searching, you may need to use both keywords and descriptors. 

To determine whether or not a word or phrase has been used as a descriptor, use the Thesaurus.  

· To access it, click on the purple “Search Tools” tab and, from the next screen, click on the light purple “Thesaurus” tab. 
· Next, choose whether you want the “Personal Names” thesaurus, which is used to identify the exact form of either a literary author’s or scholar’s name used by the database, or the general thesaurus, used for all other terms (e.g., concepts, theories, symbols, genres, critical approaches, etc.).  
· Then, select whether you want the thesaurus to display alphabetically (the default display), as a rotated index (which displays each word in the thesaurus regardless of whether it is the first, second, etc. word in a phrase), or by hierarchy (which shows hierarchical relationships between terms). For example, you might use the Rotated Index to determine all the descriptors in the database that contain the word “science.” 
· The Hierarchical Index, on the other hand, will show you broader, narrower, and related terms for the descriptor “Science Fiction.” 

You may launch a search from within the thesaurus. Simply click on the boxes beside the terms you want to search, select either “and,” “or,” or “explode,” and then “Search.” 

Author names.  MLAIB uses Lastname, Firstname(s) order for searching the authors of the documents (articles, books, book chapters, dissertations, etc.) in the database. Because document authors may have used variations of their name in different publications, it is best to start a document author search from the Index. To do this, 
· Click on the purple Search Tools tab
· Click on the lighter purple “Indexes” tab
· Select “Author Index” in the top box, and type your author’s Last Name, First Name (or Initial) 
· From the results, mark all variants of the name that you believe are your author
· Click on “Or,” and then on “Search.” 
	
There are three additional indexes in the MLAIB: Journal Name, Language, and Publication Type. These may be used, but these three elements may also be used as part of an Advanced Search by way of the drop-down menus for field codes at the end of each search row. 
 
Saved Searches & Alerts Service

To save searches, you first must create a personal account. Click on “New User?” and enter your email address and a password of your choice. Saved searches expire after six months. (CSA will email you a notice before a Saved Search expires.) However, they may be renewed or deleted at any time. 

As with most database platforms, CSA Illumina allows you to have newly added citations that conform to one of your saved searches emailed to you each time the MLAIB is updated. This service also requires that you have a personal account (see paragraph above). Create and save a search strategy, then click on “Save as Alert.” Up to 250 citations will be automatically emailed to you as relevant citations are added to the database. (MLAIB is updated approximately nine times each year.) The search strategies in your Alerts may be edited at any time. Alerts also expire after six months, but CSA will email you a notice before an Alert expires, giving you the option to renew or delete it. 

For suggestions on how this guide might be improved, contact:
Rob Melton, Resource Liaison, at rmelton@ucsd.edu or 858-534-7573
Created July 21, 2005
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